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on the sanitary situation and latest political developments in Georgia

Brussels, 18 May 2020 - “Today, I had a meeting, by visioconference, with the Co-Chair of

the EU-Georgia Parliamentary Association Committee, MP David Songulashvili. It was the

occasion to take stock of the major issues of interest to the EU-Georgia relations.

During last Friday’s plenary session, the Members of the European Parliament overwhelmingly

endorsed the European Commission’s proposal to provide up to EUR 3 billion in macro-

financial assistance to enlargement and neighbourhood countries

to help them cope with the socio-economic fallout of the COVID-19 pandemic, in the form of

loans on highly favourable terms.

We very much welcome the fact that, of this sum, EUR 150 million will be allocated to Georgia.

It demonstrates once again that the EU stands with Georgia –a key partner and associated

country– in times of need.

We also look forward to the next Eastern Partnership Summit as it will be the occasion to review

the results achieved since the 2017 Summit, endorse long-term policy objectives and set out the

way forward in further strengthening and deepening cooperation between the EU and its Eastern

partners, including Georgia. We call on EU and Georgian institutions to work on the

acceleration of market integration between the EU and Georgia, as it would result in further

benefits for our enterprises and consumers.

We would like to commend the Georgian authorities for their expeditious and vigorous handling

of the sanitary crisis, as it has allowed to quickly curb the spread of the COVID-19 epidemic in

the country. Unfortunately, the situation seems more worrisome in the occupied regions of

Abkhazia and South Ossetia, although it remains hard to assess.
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As the Parliament of Georgia has promptly switched to teleworking mode, as a laudable

precautionary measure, this has resulted in the suspension of the much-awaited discussions on

the constitutional amendments under the 8 March agreement between the ruling Georgian

Dream coalition and the opposition. Under this accord, the signatories had agreed to hold the

next parliamentary elections under a mixed electoral system (120 proportional mandates and

30 majoritarian mandates) and to avoid any actions that could be interpreted as an inappropriate

politicisation of Georgia’s electoral or judicial processes.

To our great satisfaction, despite the sanitary situation, the Speaker and Vice-Speaker of the

Parliament of Georgia have already held preliminary discussions, by visioconference, with

the EU, U.S. and German Ambassadors and the Head of the Council of Europe’s Office in

Georgia, which we interpret as a sign of good faith. Furthermore, Mr Songulashvili has

confirmed today that the amendments to the Electoral Code would be considered by the

Parliament of Georgia once the state of emergency if lifted, i.e. as of 22 May. This is yet another

reassuring commitment.

In this context, we very much welcome the presidential pardon of Messrs Gigi Ugulava and

Irakli Okruashvili as a positive step towards easing tensions.

With all these very positive elements in mind, we encourage our Georgian partners to continue

on the reform path i.a. to consolidate democracy and the rule of law in their country. We also

call on all political sides to show responsibility, restraint and fairness, keeping in mind the

greater interest of Georgia’s chosen Euro-Atlantic path.”
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